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Base data (Based on the Stats SA 2001 Census, unless indicated otherwise) 

* Percentage population aged 15 to 64 
 
Private sector performance: Key sector overview 
 
Agriculture After government and related services, the agricultural sector is the largest employer in the node, 

employing some 14% of the working population. Agriculture, however, currently contributes only 4% to 
GDP. High soil erosion, fluctuating temperatures, limited rainfall and an uneven distribution of 
infrastructure have hampered successful agricultural development. Emerging farmers mainly grow low-
price crops, while commercial farmers produce both crops and livestock. Aside from a few dairy farms, 
limited agro-processing takes place in the node. Goods are mostly sold to buyers in bigger cities in the 
Eastern Cape for agro-processing. The major emphasis of current government initiatives is on 
production for food security and the majority of the emerging farmers produce as part of the AsgiSA 
“Massive Food Programme”. There are plans to develop a forestry cluster in the area.  

 
Tourism Tourism is a significant contributor to the district’s GDP (16% in respect of the wholesale, retail, 

catering and accommodation sector). The broader sector also employs some 14% of the economically 
active population. The area has good natural endowments, offering natural beauty, game reserves, water 
sports, rock art and battle sites. However, there is a lack of awareness of the area due to its remote 
location. In 2004 there were only 24,000 visitors to Chris Hani, the majority of whom were visiting 
family and friends. There are plans to develop a R130-million entertainment centre that would include a 
casino, a golf course and a hotel.  

 
Manufacturing  Manufacturing contributes some 7.6% to GDP and 6% to employment in the node. Major items 

manufactured include automotive components (destined for East London car assembly), steel products 
and furniture. The area’s low rentals are cited as a major drawcard as are low enough to offset the 
increased transport costs to and from areas as far as Gauteng. There is an opportunity to further develop 
the Queendustria industrial area. 

 
Public sector performance: General observations 
 

� Chris Hani’s IDP addresses poverty alleviation, local economic development (LED) and basic service delivery.  
� Current LED initiatives focus on stimulating the agriculture and tourism sectors. 
 
Opportunities to facilitate economic growth 
 
Specific Investment Opportunities 

Queenstown Casino Estimated cost: R130 million; Estimated jobs: 400 
Expansion of Dordrecht Cheese Factory Estimated cost: R500,000; Estimated jobs: 10  
Revitalisation of Shilo Irrigation Scheme  Capital requirement unknown; Estimated jobs: 300  

  
General Actions 

� Market the industrial park outside Queenstown; vacant plants as well as low rentals can be used to incentivise 
investment. 

� Establish skills-training facilities to enable people to seek employment from manufacturers in the area. 
� Fast-track land claims in the area to allow for commercial activity on currently contested land. 

Population 810, 301  Rural population 79% 

Employment rate 15.6% (Average for rural nodes: 
15%; average for SA: 33%) 

Min Grade 12 education 15% of population aged 20+ 

Potential labour pool* 54% of total population Access to electricity 
GDP per capita R 6,270 (Quantec)  

51% of households (average for rural 
nodes: 43%; average for SA: 70%) 


